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Chuntoh Education Society

Board of Directors and Staff 2022/23

BOARD

Chair: Susan Grainger, RPF

Secretary-Treasurer: Dexter Hodder, MSc

Directors: Beverly John

Manu Madhok

Clara Jack

Margaret Mattess

Deb Koehn

Sloane Valk (Student Advisor)

Liason, District FSJ: Corbett Boschman

Liason, RDBN: Vacant

STAFF Valerie Crowley

Lindsay Jennings

Marissa Boyde

Sloane Valk

Aaron McAvy

JT Hayter
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Chair’s Annual Letter

Chuntoh Education Society underwent some significant changes over 2022-2023 season. The biggest of
these was a change in upper management staffing. After a decade of dedicated service, Valerie Crowley,
our Program Manager has moved on to different adventures. Val has been a huge asset to Chuntoh over
the past 10 years. She expanded our original programming into the school-based system we use today.
Val encouraged learners of all ages to explore the world outside of their four-walled classroom. Val’s
diligence in grant writing has resulted in over $1,000,000 of funding for Chuntoh over her tenure, money
that has been well spent connecting our local youth with Indigenous Ecological Knowledge (IEK), and
culturally based scientific approaches to environmental learning. Val’s passion with hummingbirds has
been shared with numerous learners. We hope the hummingbird banding station she and her family have
created at the Cinnabar Research Station is a lasting legacy of her dedication to the participation of youth
in land-based learning.

Chuntoh Education Society is excited to have welcomed Dr. Lindsay Jennings as our new Executive
Director. Lindsay has a wealth of knowledge and experience in the natural sciences and outdoor
education facilitation. She has been working over the past few months to expand the school-based
programming and to continue connecting the students to their environment.

Another exciting shift in 2022-2023 is the start of a three-year stable funding cycle. We have received
multiple grants that will provide a steady base of over $175,000 for the next few years. This stability will
allow us to ensure the continued support of IEK and STEM learning in our communities. We continue to
provide funding to our local elementary and secondary schools: Nak’albun Elementary, Eugene Joseph
Elementary, David Hoy Elementary, and Fort St James Secondary, so they may provide IEK and STEM
programming tailored to their unique student needs. We also provide Chuntoh led programming through
field trips, and classroom activities. This year over 250 youth visited the John Prince Research Forest
and participated in numerous activities including kokanee fish counting, hummingbird banding,
predator-prey games, ethnobotany, wetland assessments, telemetry, dendrochronology, pit house
exploration and the sharing of traditional stories.

This coming year, we look forward to the creation of our second 5-year strategic plan and the revision of
our publication “Guideline to Working with Dakelh Elders and Knowledge Holders in Education” to guide
our work in this post-pandemic world.

I would like to thank our summer Environmental Education Assistants Sloane Valk, and JT Hayter for all
their work providing summer science to children and creating materials for the promotion and execution of
our programs. Congratulations to this year’s scholarship and bursary winners, Sloane Valk and Khai
Pellan. Thank you very much to all our funding and project partners, whose support is crucial in carrying
out our mission. Lastly, Thank you, Musi to the Board of Directors, your guidance and support is
paramount in reaching our goals.

Sincerely,

Sue Grainger
Sue Grainger,
Chairperson, Chuntoh Education Society
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Executive Director’s Report

In 2022/23, Chuntoh Education Society (CES) started a new chapter. Over this year, we
said Good-bye to our Program Manager Valerie Crowley after a
decade of hard work. Valerie has been essential to Chuntoh's
growth over the past 10 years. Her dedication and hard work
has brought in well over $1,000,000 to support outdoor local
cultural and hands-on STEAM learning for the youth around
Nak’albun/Stuart Lake. Her passion has been shared in a
variety of ways, but we will most remember it with her
hummingbird presentations. We wish her all the best in her
next adventures. Musicho!

As our new Executive Director, I have received a welcoming and warm-hearted
greeting to the team. I look forward to sharing my extensive
education in natural sciences and my outdoor leadership skills
while creating and strengthening relationships in order to fulfil
the mission and vision of Chuntoh of getting our youth
engaged in and passionate about the natural world around
them.

CES is excited to be entering this three year period of stable
funding. These longer term grants will allow us to focus on our programming,
engaging and mentoring more youth in local STEAM and IEK activities. Over this next
year we will be crafting our new 5 year strategic plan as we decide which directions are
best for CES to move forward in.

Over 2022/23 CES has continued to provide financial
and expertise support the STEAM and IEK goals of four
schools in the Fort St. James area: David Hoy
Elementary (DHE), Nak’albun Elementary (NBE), Eugene
Joseph Elementary (EJE), and Fort St. James Secondary
(FSJSS), as well as broadening our communities’
scientific literacy so they are better able to support all
our learners.
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Invite • Birth-6yrs

We continue to reach out to young children and their families. Our goal in this area is
to invite children aged birth-6 years to participate in nature play, increasing familiarity
with local plants and animals and providing them with a
sound foundation for our school-age programs.

Highlights 2022/23

• Fort St. James Farmers’ Market activities

Engage • K-7

This is CES’ original focus area, active since our inception in
2002. Our goal is to increase environmental inquiry and
stewardship in elementary learners through outdoor and
hands-on STEM activities. We do this by supporting field
trips and ensuring access to science equipment and
topic-specific experts.

Highlights 2022/23
• BC Forest Week Field Trips to JPRF
• Fall hikes to Tsilcoh Falls for Kokanee
• Spring Hummingbird Banding
• Summer field trips to the JPRF
• $75,000+ for STEM resources and Elder/KH

honoraria

Mentor • G8-12

CES is working with Fort St. James Secondary School to improve interdisciplinary and
applied STEM skills in G8-12 learners. Our goal is to encourage transition to
post-secondary studies, while also increasing the diversity of post-secondary STEM
applicant pools.

Highlights 2022/23
• ES11/GEO12/OED12 with overnight

field schools
• Summer Environmental Education
Assistants
• Scholarship and Bursary: $1000 each
• $50,000+ for STEM resources and

Elder/KH honoraria
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Support • Elders & Educators

CES has strong, positive relationships with local schools,
Elders and educators. We promote the regular presence of
Dakleh Elders and Knowledge Holders in schools, as
Partners in Education for Reconciliation.

Highlights 2022/23
• $70,000+ for Elder and Knowledge Holder

honorariums
• Chief Kw’eh Film with Live It Earth Productions

Sustain • Communities

CES has established itself as a K-12 STEM change leader in Northern BC. We have
stable, reciprocal relationships with funding and community peers. We continue to
focus on CES fund and capacity development, ensuring we can sustain this level of
outreach in future years.

Musi - Thank you to everyone who helps us imbue our youthful learners with a deep
appreciation for our natural world. Thank you to our volunteer Board of Directors for
offering your guidance, leadership and expertise to keep CES moving forward with its
mission and vision. Thank you to our funding partners whose philanthropy keeps our
charity afloat. Thank you to our community partners for your support. Thank you to our
Elders and Knowledge Holders, you keep our teachings balanced and full of spirit.
Thank you to all the educators and learners for participating in our programs, your
smiles and enthusiasm make it all worthwhile.

Yours in the Exploration of Nature,

Lindsay Jennings, Executive Director
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